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REMARKS 

The specification has been amended to provide a cross- 
reference to the previously filed International Application. 

The amendment to the claims is merely to delete multiple 
dependencies and to place the application into better form for 
examination. Entry of the above amendments is earnestly 
solicited. An early and favorable first action on the merits is 
earnestly solicited. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made 
to the application by this Amendment. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART , KOLAS CH & BIRCH, LLP 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
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The claims have been amended as follows: 

5. (Amended) An add/drop node according to [any of claims 2 
- 4] claim 2 , characterized in that in each of the two sets the 
add/drop modules are placed at the sides of each other to form 
inner add/drop modules and two end add/drop modules in each set, 
the end add/drop modules having an add/drop module of the set on 
only one side, and that for one of the two end add/drop modules 
of a first one of the two sets its drop device has an output 
connected to an input of the add device of one of the two end 
add/drop modules in a second one of the two sets and that for 
said one of the two end add/drop modules of the second one of the 
two sets its drop device has an output connected to an input of 
the add device of said one of the two end add/drop modules in the 
first one of the two sets. 



6. (Amended) An add/drop node according to [any of claims 1 
- 51 claim 1 , characterized in that each add/drop module comprises 
a house enclosing the add device and the drop device of the 
add/drop module, a first fixed connector attached to the house 
for connection in the first one of the two optical fiber paths 
and a first optical fiber extending freely from the house and 
having a first free connector at its free end to be attached to 
the fixed connector of a neighbouring add/drop module for 
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continuing the first path through the considered add/drop module 
to the neighbouring module, and a second fixed connector attached 
to the house for connection in the second one of the two optical 
fiber paths and a second optical fiber extending freely from the 
house and having a second free connector at its free end to be 
attached to the fixed second connector of a neighbouring add/drop 
module for continuing the 1 second path through the considered 
add/drop module to the neighboring module. 

New claims 9 through 14 have been added. 

(Rev. 11/13/01) 
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